indicate to the candidate,  without the  knowledge of the
co-examiner, with his fingers, the correct dose.

Besides renowned Professors like D there used to be
intellectual prodigies of the I*M.S. on the staff of the
Medical College. One such Professor of Hygiene, was cor-
recting answer scripts of a dozen students for the Hygiene
prize examination. There was a problem which required
for its solution multiplication by the factor 273/T. When
the Professor found in the papers of all these 12 students
this factor 273/T he suggested to his assistant that all the
students be punished for copying. Otherwise, "how the
hell did all the boys pitch upon this blessed 273/T"

Col. N, a famous Surgeon of Madras, was our
Professor of Biology. He was famous in those days for
doing major surgery, consisting mainly of Hydroceles and
Hernias, very neatly and successfully. He always had an
obsession that the students knew and learnt more than was
needed and he used to explode in class after an examina-
tion, " Some students wrote more than was necessary and
got a ' Seero ' for that"

The third year was the beginning of the chrysalis stage
of the medico. The outstanding feature of this was a
certain swagger with the stethascope, in front of the poor
patients, and nurses too, probationary ones, in particular.
The teaching and training of the Doctor started at that
point. The students were posted to the out-patients depart-
ment and the so-called "sheds". The sheds were reaJly the
cesspool of the General Hospital, where all the dirty and
hopeless cases of the Hospital were huddled together.
They were mostly patients with never-healing wounds,
sinuses, fungating ulcers, etc, These students were asked
to dress such cases, with what used to be called "tow", a
jute-like fibre which absorbed nothing but our labour. The
transfer of a patient to these sheds meant a ticket to hell

The problem of language used to be a formidable
one to the medico in the General Hospital which served
the multilingual population of Madras and suburbs;
consisting of Malay alees, Canarese, Tamils, Telugus, and
a few of the Northern Provinces. Without at least a
rudimentary smattering in these languages of common
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